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Silicon Saxony awarded GOLD for excellent cluster 
management 

 
The "Internet of matters and services" is basis for future issues in the course of the 
merging of digital and real world: Sensors and chips automatically optimize traffic flow, 
industrial processes are automated efficiently, data are channelled and prepared fast-paced. 
Microelectronics provides solutions here across industries: Mobility, logistics, security, 
power supply and health care. For that reason, this year's Silicon Saxony Day on 24 June 
2013 took part under the motto "Silicon Saxony 4.0 – Smart Factory, Smart City, Smart 
Cluster". 
 
Dresden, 23 April 2012. Five star award for Silicon Saxony: the high-tech trade association is 
awarded GOLD for excellent cluster management by the European Cluster Excellence Initiative 
(ECEI). Thus, Silicon Saxony ranks among the first three European clusters bestowed the 
independent quality certificate. This initiative was called into life by the European Commission. 
 
As Gitta Haupold, head of Silicon Saxony e.V. emphasizes: "A powerful regional as well as cross-
border network plus a professional network management form the focus of our work. This is what 
lays the basis for the viability of the location." As she continues: "This award by the ECEI affirms 
our engagement here and means motivation for us to expand our capabilities resulting from such 
cooperation of companies, universities and research institutes. This is the only way to intensify our 
innovative power at our business location." 
 
Since 2009 the ECEI has implemented extensive advisory service for European clusters, initiated 
by the European Commission. Improved network management within the cluster is of top priority 
there. 14 project partners from nine countries have compiled quality indicators to evaluate cluster 
management. These efforts were targeted at the establishment of an internationally acknowledged 
quality certification. 
 
Aside from Silicon Saxony two further networks were able to convince with a total of 31 indicators 
to receive the certification: NCE NODE (Norwegian Offshore Drilling Engineering), a Norwegian 



 

cluster of the oil and gas industry as well as FEMAC.CAT (The Cluster of Agricultural Machinery) 
from Spain focusing on agricultural engineering. 
 
As Gitta Haupold sums up: "This gold medal means another pro argument for us as 
representatives of the Saxon ICT industry to internationally advance the high-tech location in the 
triangle Dresden-Freiberg-Chemnitz." 
 
Footage for download (print version, ca. 500 KB): 
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/45130042/Fotos_PM_0212.zip 
 
Captions: 
Silicon Saxony 01/02: Head of Silicon Saxony Gitta Haupold receives the GOLD award as a 
quality certification for excellent cluster management by the European Cluster Excellence Initiative 
(ECEI). Aside from Silicon Saxony, the Norwegian cluster of the oil and gas industry NCE NODE 
(represented by Kjell O. Johannessen, right) and the Spanish cluster of agricultural engineering 
FEMAC.CAT (represented by Enric Pedros, left) were granted this certification. 
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For further inquiries: 
WeicherMehner (Agency), Robert Weichert | Phone: 0351 50 14 02 00 | Email: info@weichertmehner.com 
 
About SILICON SAXONY e. V.: 
Silicon Saxony e.V. is Europe's leading trade association for micro and nanoelectronics, photovoltaics, software, Smart Systems and 
applications. The association was founded in December 2000 as a network for the semiconductor, electronics and microsystems 
industries. It links Producers, suppliers, service providers, universities, research and public institutes at the business location Saxony. 
About 20,000 coworkers are employed at the 300 member companies, achieving an annual turnover of more than 4.5 billion Euros 
 


